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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Service of the Word  Christian Worship, p. 38 

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns 581, 499, 462, and 755 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

 

OPENING HYMN  581 – Father, We Praise You 

 
 

 

INVOCATION 

 
Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation   And also with you.   
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 
 

OH, TASTE AND SEE (8:00) 
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PREK-8 ANTHEM (11:00) Oh, How Good It Is 
Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Ross Holmes, and Stuart Townend;  

© 2012 Gettymusic and Parakeet Boots Music (adm. by MusicServices.org) and Townend Music (adm. UK & Europe by Thankyou Music)  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

Oh, how good it is when the family of God 

Dwells together in spirit, in faith and unity. 
Where the bonds of peace, of acceptance and love 

Are the fruits of His presence here among us. 

 
Refrain 

So with one voice we’ll sing to the Lord; 

And with one heart we’ll live out His Word. 
‘Till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come 

For He dwells in the presence of His people. 

 

Oh, how good it is on this journey we share, 
To rejoice with the happy and weep with those who mourn. 

For the weak find strength, the afflicted find grace, 

When we offer the blessing of belonging. (Refrain) 
 

Oh, how good it is to embrace His command 

To prefer one another, forgive as He forgives. 
When we live as one, we all share in the love 

Of the Son with the Father and the Spirit.  (Refrain) 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your 
never-failing mercy.  Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in 

the way that leads to our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST LESSON  Proverbs 25:6,7 
Better humility in the presence of the king than humiliation in his court. 

 
PROVERBS 25:6

 Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence,  

       and do not claim a place among great men; 
7
 it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,”  

       than for him to humiliate you before a nobleman. 

 

 

 

PSALM 119 (8:00) How Shall the Young Direct Their Way 
Lift Up Your Hearts 720 

Words: Psalm 119:9-16; Psalter, 1912, P.D. 

Music (ST. CRISPIN 8.8.8.8): George J. Elvey, 1862, P.D. 

Text and Tune: Public Domain 
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PREK-8 ANTHEM (11:00) This Little Light of Mine 
African American Spiritual LIGHT OF MINE arr. Mark Patterson 

From Can’t Wait to Sing2! (CGC54).  Arrangement copyright © 2007 Choristers Guild.  All rights reserved.  Printed in U.S.A.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Let is shine, let it shine, let it 
 

Shine, shine, shine. Shine, shine, shine. Take this little light.  

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 
Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 

I’m gonna let it shine ‘til Jesus comes. I’m gonna let it shine. 

Shine ‘til Jesus comes, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Shine ‘til Jesus comes, I’m gonna let it shine, 

Let it shine, let it shine, oh, let it shine. 

 
Let it shine, let it shine, oh, let it 

Shine, shine, shine. Shine, shine, shine. 

Take this little light and let it shine, shine, shine!  

 

 

SECOND LESSON Hebrews 13:1-8 
Sad to say, humble service to those in need is not only rare in our society, it often results 

in surprise, even suspicion, at the unexpected kindness poured out by the heart of faith.  

 
HEBREWS 13:1

Keep on loving each other as brothers. 
2
Do not forget to entertain 

strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels without knowing it. 
3
Remember those in prison as if you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are 

mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.  
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4
Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will 

judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 
5
Keep your lives free from the love of 

money and be content with what you have, because God has said,  

   “Never will I leave you;  

      never will I forsake you.” 
6
So we say with confidence,  

   “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  
      What can man do to me?”  

 

 
7
Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome 

of their way of life and imitate their faith. 
8
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today 

and forever. 

 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

 
O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God, 

Lead us to love your sacred Word; 

The holy flame of love impart, 

That kindness may inspire each heart, 

O Spirit of life, O Spirit of God. (186:4) 
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GOSPEL  Luke 14:1, 7-14 
The King calls on us to humbly serve those in need. This is not for personal gain. Rather, 

humble service to the citizens of his kingdom is a display of humble service to the King. 

 

 
LUKE 14:1

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he 

was being carefully watched. 

 
7
When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them 

this parable: 
8
”When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of 

honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 
9
If so, the host 

who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this man your seat.’ Then, 
humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 

10
But when you are invited, 

take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up 

to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests. 
11

For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 

exalted.”  

 
 
12

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite 

your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite 

you back and so you will be repaid. 
13

But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind, 
14

and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  499 – O God of Mercy, God of Might 

 

 

 

SERMON 
 Hebrews 11:8-19 

 

Follow Where Faith Leads 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
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MUSICAL OFFERTORY  Canaan Bound 
Music and lyrics by Andrew Peterson 

Copyright 2003 New Spring Publishing, Inc 

  
Sarah, take me by my arm. Tomorrow we are Canaan bound, 

Where westward sails the golden sun and Hebron’s hills are amber crowned. 
So bid your troubled heart be still. The grass, they say, is soft and green. 

The trees are tall and honey filled. So Sarah come and walk with me. 

Like the stars across the heavens flung, like water in the desert sprung, 

Like the grains of sand our many sons. Oh, Sarah, fair and barren one, 
Come to Canaan, come. 

 

I trembled at the voice of God, a voice of love and thunder deep. 
With love he means to save us all and love has chosen you and me. 

Long after we are dead and gone, for a thousand years our tale be sung. 

How faith compelled and bore us on, how barren Sarah bore a son. 

So come to Canaan, come.  
 

Where westward sails the golden sun and Hebron’s hills are amber crowned. 

Oh, Sarah, take me by my arm. Tomorrow we are Canaan bound. 
 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of His Church, the nation, the world and all people 

according to their needs. 

 
Brief silence 

 

For the joyful proclamation of the Gospel here and throughout the world, that those who 
hear may be brought to faith, strengthened in faith and equipped to live out faithfully 

their baptismal calling, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For God’s Holy Church here and everywhere, for those who have been called to serve as 
her pastors and church workers, for those preparing for church-work vocations, and for 

those now considering full-time church work, that they may be guarded against the 

assaults of the evil one, encouraged in their callings, and prepared to serve faithfully for 
the sake of the Kingdom, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
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For our care and nurture of the children God has given to us, in the homes where our 

families dwell, in the churches and educational ministries where we support the parents 
and extend what begins in the home, and for those who teach our children, let us pray to 

the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For our president, for the Congress, for our governor, for the legislature, for judges and 
magistrates, and for all entrusted with authority and given positions of leadership in our 

government, that they may serve well, act with integrity and heed the voice of God’s 

Word in the fulfillment of their duties, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the poor and homeless, for the hungry and unemployed, and for victims of violence 

and prejudice, that the Lord would preserve them and grant them aid and relief from all 
adversity and trouble, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the sick and those who suffer, for those troubled in mind, for the grieving in their 

sorrows, and for the dying in their last hours [especially ____________], that the Lord 
would grant them the comfort of His presence, relief according to His will and peace in 

their hearts, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 
For grateful hearts to receive the Lord’s bounty with thanksgiving and for generous 

hearts, that we may not neglect the tithes and offerings through which God’s work is 

supported nor forget those who lack such blessing, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 

mercy. 
 

O Lord, our God, whose mercies are new every morning, we give You thanks and praise 

for all Your kindness toward us, and we pray You to grant us the will and desire to 
worship You joyfully, to serve You faithfully and to proclaim boldly Your mighty acts of 

deliverance through our Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom we offer to You these prayers, 

and in whom we trust for all things; to You alone be glory, honor, worship and praise, O 
Lord, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN 462 – Oh, that the Lord Would Guide My Ways 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER 
 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
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BLESSING 

 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

 Live in harmony with one another.  
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN  755 – Your Kingdom, O God 
 

The congregation is invited to join the small group in singing. 
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After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 


